
https://qrco.de/beUhO8



“From Text to Terrain”: 
Using Anchor Texts to 

Guide Field Experiences





Amy Peavey

Thomas Mavor



Why teach 
about saving 

our coast?



School Improvement Plan
Brother Martin High School will incorporate the 4 Cs into its 

curriculum: collaboration, critical thinking, creativity, and 
communication.

Create and execute interdisciplinary/department 4 Cs curriculum.



LEARNING GOALS

● Researching: locating, evaluating relevant print and 
electronic resources

● Building a “Works Consulted” in MLA format
● Formulating questions based on research
● Recounting their field trip in writing through unified 

sensory description
● Learning and applying content-specific vocabulary
● Using technology-based map applications to locate and 

analyze data



LEARNING GOALS, CONTINUED

● Working Collaboratively with students’ assigning each 
other tasks

● Presenting in front of their peers and “guest” faculty panel
● Being able to respond to student and panel questions
● Evaluating information: exam question asks them to 

choose the most effective strategy
● Reflecting on their learning: large group processing of 

both the entire multi-week process and their presentation 
slides









































PROJECT RESOURCES

"How to Save Our Coast 2022" 
Criteria for Success
Partner Evaluation
Bayou Farewell WORK LOG
Groups and Topics 2023-2024
In class Work Days
Additional in class Work Days
Coastal Sources
Panel Members 2022 for students
Submit Panel Questions Here
Panel+Questions

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eVqu6kHYXnBSnGq4jqhK2030CD0PKfIkU5U7MaQbLOI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fchSkoa4wNXnfaruhZhnKsUdKcKfRzQyaVLU_ntuP6c/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/gbfGja2sNPFcJ6mN7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15R1vdWDkHw92M8LdldTzHN4uSYQRCv16a6ICYLw3J1A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RiXp6113rlysgw_IVPwL9VBEa85Aw9wvinMdssVBuyo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AewDWALdQEsJ5Yf8kFy9VLHNOR1iYY07O2KOPreoGC8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ix4xJgZvqJthvVrhbxGmbl0XrstIlnBh_IU_8UQSYpI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VzqnjJXlVeGdiBkHseITJMiECZ-Vf72sOoQfn7aZdh4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W5w1b8pMOzcCnfgdwR_nMGfQcV2FUO57FMam63fnh3o/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/hxz8db64Uo7d1tV2A
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hnwTzaNi0mNBmsr2iT4F7lD3k-bG7kbviVYikMk0fM4/edit?usp=sharing
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER

“I’m just not creative; where do I start to look for 
opportunities for my students?”

● Use a content topic that interests you and your students.
● Think about who you know in your field.
● Look at education journals/blogs for ideas.
● Discuss ideas with your Department Chairperson and your 

PLC. Librarians are excellent resources too!



QUESTIONS TO PONDER

“I can’t get my students to complete simple homework; why 
would I take them out of the classroom?”

● Field Experience v. Field Trip
● Think about the learning potential.
● Link content/skills to relevance in the students’ lives.



QUESTIONS TO PONDER

“I’m faced with some discipline issues in my classroom; 
how on earth am I supposed to take them into the real 
world?”

● Make sure students are prepared by learning any prior 
knowledge needed to be successful.

● Engagement is key.
● Hold them accountable by giving formative assessments 

throughout the unit and follow up with a summative 
assessment if applicable.



QUESTIONS TO PONDER

“I don’t like group work. My students don’t like group work. 
So, how do I make this work?”

● YOU select the groups.
● Create a work log and hold them accountable for completing 

it.
● Individual grade based on individual work if needed based 

on group member feedback.
● Assign specific tasks for each group meeting.



QUESTIONS TO PONDER

“How can I be sensitive to my students’ other teachers--and 
the class time they will be missing-- when taking students 
out of the classroom?”

Ask them to join you!



OTHER IDEAS IN THE WORKS

● Holocaust/Genocide Education
● Katrina Stories
● Louisiana (New Orleans) products/industries
● Women’s Rights - possibly something based on the context 

of I Am Malala
● Civil Rights/Louisiana African-American Trail
● Vue Orleans
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