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“From Text to Terrain”:
Using Anchor Texts to
Guide Field Experiences






BROTHER@ MARTIN

Amy Peavey

Thomas Mavor



Why teach
about saving
our coast?




School Improvement Plan

Brother Martin High School will incorporate the 4 Cs into its
curriculum: collaboration, critical thinking, creativity, and
communication.

Create and execute interdisciplinary/department 4 Cs curriculum.



LEARNING GOALS

Researching: locating, evaluating relevant print and
electronic resources

Building a “Works Consulted” in MLA format
Formulating questions based on research

Recounting their field trip in writing through unified
sensory description

Learning and applying content-specific vocabulary
Using technology-based map applications to locate and
analyze data



LEARNING GOALS, CONTINUED

Working Collaboratively with students’ assigning each
other tasks

Presenting in front of their peers and “guest” faculty panel
Being able to respond to student and panel questions
Evaluating information: exam question asks them to
choose the most effective strategy

Reflecting on their learning: large group processing of
both the entire multi-week process and their presentation
slides
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“How to Save Our Coast”
Project Based Learning

rs and World Geography Honors - Foll 2022

PROJECT RESOURCES

"How to Save Qur Coast 2022"
Criteria for Success e
Partner Evaluation A

Who?
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Panel Members 2022 for students
Submit Panel Questions Here
Panel+Questions

How?



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eVqu6kHYXnBSnGq4jqhK2030CD0PKfIkU5U7MaQbLOI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fchSkoa4wNXnfaruhZhnKsUdKcKfRzQyaVLU_ntuP6c/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/gbfGja2sNPFcJ6mN7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15R1vdWDkHw92M8LdldTzHN4uSYQRCv16a6ICYLw3J1A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RiXp6113rlysgw_IVPwL9VBEa85Aw9wvinMdssVBuyo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AewDWALdQEsJ5Yf8kFy9VLHNOR1iYY07O2KOPreoGC8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ix4xJgZvqJthvVrhbxGmbl0XrstIlnBh_IU_8UQSYpI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VzqnjJXlVeGdiBkHseITJMiECZ-Vf72sOoQfn7aZdh4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W5w1b8pMOzcCnfgdwR_nMGfQcV2FUO57FMam63fnh3o/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/hxz8db64Uo7d1tV2A
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hnwTzaNi0mNBmsr2iT4F7lD3k-bG7kbviVYikMk0fM4/edit?usp=sharing
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St. Bernard Proud

by Toby Alfonso

A Journey Home

Brother Martin Classmates,
Teachers View Our Beauty
& Community Values

he eighth-grade field trip experience filled

me with pride when we were riding down

to my home, the most beautiful place to
live - St. Bernard Parish. My class (Brother Martin
High School) and | tock a trip to St. Bernard to bag
oyster shells and look at the Caernarvon freshwater
diversion for our field experience, but the journey
there was the best part.

We started our journey getting onto the cold,
uncomfortable buses. Soon, | found myself in Arabl,
the beginning of St. Bernard from New Orleans.
Riding through Arabi, my teachers asked Michael
Chalona, my best friend, and me questions, as we
live in St, Bernard. We passed his house next to the
run-down C&C Drug Store and the bright blues
and reds of the spray-painted train cars that have
gotten even more
pleasing to me since
the first time | saw
them, Even though
these things might
not be appealing to
some people, | find
themn beautiful. | have
grown up with these
things and thay have
attached themseives
to me, | see the beauty meant by what the artists
have intended for the train cars now; | know the
story of the drug stores diminishing, Therefore, |
am proud of Arabi. But my mind was on lower St,
Bernard, where | live,
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St. Bernard residents Toby Alfonso, lvﬁ. and
Michael Chalona attend Brother Martin High
School in New Orleans.

Soon enough we arrived in Chalmette. | knew it
when | saw the tall brown St. Bernard Stack. All of
the good tmes from my past suddenly washed
into my head. We passed my old school, Our Lady
of Prompt Succor, bringing back colorful memories
of my grammar scheol childhood, and | could taste
the cheesy macaronl and red gravy from Rocky
and Carlo's as we went further.

Meraux-Violet

Going dooper into the more rustic, rural side of

St. Bernard, after passing the Chalmette refinery,
where my dad works, and Valero, another plant, we
were riding through the deep green cow pastures.
The soft “moo” | heard once, but it was enough

to make me realize that we were almost in small
Meraux. Through Meraux, we passed the “square
houses” as | like to call them, These houses more or
less have a particular box shape that | have noticed
throughout my years.

As we kept on riding, we
went through the tunnel
of trees and saw the
familiar orange-brown
cluster of buildings |

see every day - Docville
farm, the place that

I've spent countless
hours for gatherings,
car shows, events, and
cookoffs. The reused
barn area brings me JOy.

beautiful.

- Toby Alfonso

This place is like no other in
the world. To me, it is the most

Although these community values might not seem
appealing to some people, | am proud,

Finally, we rode through Violet. We passed the
creepy mannequin house and the chalky old
church as we arrived on the "ship strip,” a strip of
road where you can see cruise ships occasionally
passing through. There even used tobe a
battieship docked for repairs there!

Poydras-Caernarvon

We kept going and arrived in Poydras, my home.
We passed Casanovas, and | smelled the salty
shrimp that they sell. | could hear the birds’
joyful song as | shifted in my seat to get more
comfortable. We passed where | live and saw the
blue bayou in the back of my house, The sight of
the old Oak and Willow trees was awing as well,

We then passed through Poydras and arrived in
Caernarvon. The area was getting more and more
rural as we arrived at our destination, the diversion.
We exited the bus, and | stretched Inan even
chillier environment. We walked up the levee, and

| saw the beautiful Mississippi River. The shining
deep murky green waters reflected the bright
yellow sun as a boat passed through the scene, a
sight that would stop even a thief in his tracks,. Our
teachers began to talk about the water diversion,
and | listened intently.

Once they were finished, it was time to go to the
next stop of our tripc bagging oyster shells. As |
looked out to the river with my friend Michael, |
thought to myself once
again, "l am proud to
live in St. Bernard!” This
place is like no other
in the world, To me, it
is the most beautiful. |
am glad | was able to
share my home with
my classmates and
teachers on a groat fiel
experience.

Toby Alforeo is 3 9th-grade sudont at
Brother Martin High Scheol. He fves in

2, Baromed Daciah with his parents snd
rethe. He loves N homatown due to 15
PROPIe aNG Natural baauty, among athar
1R350NS. He WISES tO PUFSUC 3 Carser

in acting because he loves the rush of
being on stage snd meking peogie smile
v lwagh, e i actively iveived in the
Brothar Martin Dionysians.
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Educating Young Men for Life

For Admissions

mation, please call

(504) 283 1561 ext. 3022 or visit www. brothermartin.com
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Collin Wimberiey
Mr. Mavor
English | Honors
28 QOct. 2022
Faradize on Earth

The dock swaysd undermeath me 33 | munched on the juicy, roasted burger provided to
me by Doctor Jouandot's parents. The joyful Iake smiled 3t me while | walked back up the dock
10 get 3 second burger. Comparsd to the pravious stops on my school's field expenence. this
Was paradise. Everywhere | looksd, | 33w happy students f2asting on burgers, hotdogs, and
chips. | decided to go up the steps to get 3 better view of the Iake and =it with my friends. | was
truly stunned by the glistening of the Iake and the innocent seagulls in the background. The blue

sky and the blue water s3ng 3 hymn to me. which mads me feel st pesce. My fiends and |

played gamas: who could chug their water faster, who could scream the loudest, and | spy” At
some point, | got disturbed by the gritty fesling of the staircase, sc | went down to hang out with

my other friends.
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER

“I'm just not creative; where do I start to look for
opportunities for my students?”

Use a content topic that interests you and your students.
Think about who you know in your field.

Look at education journals/blogs for ideas.

Discuss ideas with your Department Chairperson and your
PLC. Librarians are excellent resources too!



QUESTIONS TO PONDER

“I can’t get my students to complete simple homework; why
would I take them out of the classroom?”

e Field Experience v. Field Trip
e Think about the learning potential.
e Link content/skills to relevance in the students’ lives.



QUESTIONS TO PONDER

“I'm faced with some discipline issues in my classroom;
how on earth am I supposed to take them into the real
world?”

e Make sure students are prepared by learning any prior
knowledge needed to be successful.

e Engagement is key.

e Hold them accountable by giving formative assessments
throughout the unit and follow up with a summative
assessment if applicable.



QUESTIONS TO PONDER

“I don’t like group work. My students don’t like group work.
So, how do I make this work?”

e YOU select the groups.

e C(reate aworklog and hold them accountable for completing
it.

e Individual grade based on individual work if needed based
on group member feedback.

e Assign specific tasks for each group meeting.



QUESTIONS TO PONDER

“How can I be sensitive to my students’ other teachers--and
the class time they will be missing-- when taking students
out of the classroom?”

Ask them to join you!



OTHER IDEAS IN THE WORKS

Holocaust/Genocide Education

Katrina Stories

Louisiana (New Orleans) products/industries

Women'’s Rights - possibly something based on the context
of | Am Malala

Civil Rights/Louisiana African-American Trail

e Vue Orleans
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“WE CANNOT SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS
WITH THE SAME THINKING

WE USED WHEN WE CREATED THEM"
-ALBERT EINSTEIN
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